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Managing Deadstock in Ontario

Ontario farmers have more choices
to safely dispose of their deadstock

under new regulations that came into

effect on March 27, 2009. The Dead
Animal Disposal Act (1968) was
replaced by the Disposal of Dead
Farm Animals regulation under the
Nutrient Management Act, 2002

(NMA) and the Disposal of Deadstock

regulation under the Food Safety
and Quality Act, 2001 (FSQA).

The Disposal of Dead Farm Animals
regulation under the NMA, applies
to all farm operations, regardless
of the size of farm operation or
the requirement to have a nutrient
management strategy or plan.
Disposal options to manage
deadstock on the farm include
burial, incineration, composting,
disposal vessels, collection by a
licensed collector, and anaerobic
digestion. Off-farm options include
delivery to waste disposal sites

approved under the Environmental
Protection Act, disposal facilities licensed
under FSQA, 2001 or licensed veterinarians
for post mortem and disposal.

If an operator chooses to bury, incinerate,
compost or use an approved disposal
vessel, the regulation establishes
requirements to minimize impacts on

the environment, including minimum
separation distances from neighbouring
livestock housing facilities, field tiles,
residential and commercial lands, surface
water, bedrock, aquifers, and wells.

Operators may also transport their own
deadstock, without a permit or license,
to a common bin or collection point for
pick-up by a collector, a veterinarian for
the purposes of post-mortem, or another
farm that he/she owns for disposal.

Operators are also required to maintain
records in order to demonstrate compliance
with the regulation. Records include

species, age and weight of the animal,
date, time and cause of animal’s death
(if known), and particulars regarding the
method and location of disposal.

Provisions for emergencies exist when
an operator cannot comply with the
NMA requirements with respect to
storage, disposal, or transportation of
dead farm animals. The regulation
allows an operator to apply to OMAFRA
for approval to store, manage, dispose
or transport dead farm animals in ways
that would not otherwise meet the
requirements of the regulation. Each
case will be assessed individually.
OMAFRA's final decision will weigh the
circumstances against the potential
threat to the environment of an
alternate method of disposal.
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