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A focus on poultry worker and flock health

Safe, smart farming is a top priority

for Chicken Farmers of Ontario
(CFO) and a key part of this is
keeping farmers up to date on
the latest information about
on-farm safety.

The recent occurrence of HINI
on an Ontario turkey farm
reinforces, for all of us, why
we have stringent biosecurity
and emergency management
protocols in place. It is these
standards that help keep
pathogens out of the barn and,
in cases when birds do get sick,
keeps it from spreading. As an
industry we can all be thankful

that the turkey farmer voluntarily

quarantined the affected barn
last week to limit potential
spread of the virus.

The HIN1 virus has raised many
questions in recent months and

we'd like to share a letter from
Ontario's Chief Medical Officer of
Health that provides poultry workers
with guidelines on how to avoid
seasonal influenza and the novel
HINI influenza strain, as well as
what you can do to help ensure
your flock stays healthy.

We'd also like take this opportunity
to remind everyone that the flu
season is upon us and as always,
farmers should continue to follow
strict biosecurity measures and
should pay attention to the health of
the individuals that visit their farms.

While humans are most likely to get
HINI by coming into contact with
others who are infected, recent
evidence indicates that the HIN1
virus can infect and cause disease
in birds as well as people. Farmers
need to take every precaution to
prevent the movement of influenza

viruses between the human and
animal/bird populations. CFO strongly
encourages anyone who develops

flu like symptoms to avoid contact
with poultry.

Please read the attached letter from
the Chief Medical Officer of Health as
it outlines the implications regarding
the spread of this disease as well as
various preventative measures you
should be taking.

If you have questions or concerns
please contact the Ministry at the
number provided in the letter or
your local health unit.
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