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Leading a trusted, prosperous, and sustainable chicken industry.
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                                Chicken Farmers of Ontario’s (CFO) 2024 Annual General Meeting (AGM), was held on March 4th. The CFO AGM was also broadcasted online and brought together over 350 farmers and stakeholders from across the province, as well as representatives from provincial farmer Boards and industry stakeholders from across the country.
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                                Learn more about Chicken Farmers of Ontario's updates and accomplishments in the 2023 Annual Performance Report.



Explore The Economic Contribution of the Ontario Chicken Industry report for information on the impact of the chicken supply chain on the Ontario economy. 
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                                CFO farmers looking for digital forms and transactions, please visit CFOConnects.ca.
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            National Allocation for A-190 set at 1% 
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            Chicken Farmers Showcase Canadian Chicken Farming Excellence
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            Chicken Farmers at the National Poultry Show
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            Chicken Farmers Donate $100,000 to Ontario Food Banks
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            Ontario Chicken Industry Continues to Safeguard Against Poultry Disease
 
        

    
    
        
            [image: ]
        

        
            News
            Updated Cost of Production Formula will take effect in A-187
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            Record Levels of Hunger Inspire Record Levels of Generosity
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                        Meet Ontario’s Chicken Farmers

                        There are over 1,300 family-run chicken farms in 330 communities across the province.
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                    Geoff McLean and his family live and work on the farm he grew up on. The McLeans joined the chicken business in 2018 and enjoy the flexibility and sustainability that chicken farming offers, particularly when attempting to balance the schedules of three children and a busy diversified farming operation.
 
                    Oro-Medonte, Ontario, Core Farmer, District 1 


The McLean Family – Geoff, Shannon, and their three children – farm north of Barrie in Oro-Medonte. Geoff and his family own and operate the farm where he was raised and learned the value of hard work and accountability, while developing a passion for growing food for Ontarians.  


A diversified farming operation, the McLeans recently transitioned out of the dairy business and into poultry farming. Adding the chicken barn has made the family-farm more self-sufficient and Geoff and Shannon are finding that the poultry business provides a better work to life balance for them and their young family. The McLean family is very appreciative of the support from the chicken industry with their transition from dairy to poultry. Fellow chicken farmers and industry representatives have helped the McLeans create a plan to ensure their farm will be successful for future generations to come.
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                    Al Hiddema grew up on the family chicken farm and developed a passion for raising Ontario-grown chicken. Now, along with his wife Jolene, Al enjoys working with his family and takes pride in sharing his passion for chicken farming and agriculture with his daughters, as they continue to build the family business for future generations.  
 
                    Moorefield, Ontario, Core Chicken Farmer, District 7 


The Hiddema Family – Al, Jolene and their three daughters – farm together north of Moorefield Ontario. Al was raised on a chicken farm which fostered his passion for the Ontario chicken business. Al would go on to start his own farm, and soon after married Jolene. As the chicken farm grew, so too did their family, with Al and Jolene having three daughters. 


Al is an active participant in CFO business and previously served as a District Committee Representative. 


It is working together as a family that the Hiddemas enjoy most about chicken farming. Today, with the kids growing up and exploring their career interests, Al and Jolene are very proud that their daughters are pursuing fields that are important to rural Ontario and agriculture and are optimistic that the family farm will continue to grow for generations to come.
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                    Together as a family, the Szmietts love growing safe, healthy, locally-grown chicken for Ontarians to enjoy. From setting up the barn for chicks, to daily barn checks, to running the business operations of the farm, raising chicken for Ontario families is something all the Szmietts, including the kids, take great pride in.
 
                    Strathroy, Ontario, Core Farmer, District 3 


The Szmiett Family – Jessie, Brian, and their three children – farm in Strathroy. The Szmiett family got into the chicken business to diversify their farm, and to create a component of their farm business that the children could immediately become involved in. Going to the barn as a family and watching their three children enthusiastically engage with animal care and other farm responsibilities, reminds Jessie and Brian of why they love chicken farming.  


Jessie currently serves as a District Committee Representative for District 3. Prior to seeking the position of District Committee Representative, Jessie was an active participant in CFO’s Women in Leadership program, which has provided farmers with the opportunity to network, share best practices, and develop leadership and business skills to support the growing Ontario chicken industry. 


The Szmietts are extremely appreciative of their community of fellow chicken farmers and have found that they function as a great resource for advice and support as they continue to grow their business.
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                    Joining the business through the New Entrant Chicken Farmer Program, the Kemp family credits the support from fellow farmers and chicken industry professionals for their success in raising safe, healthy, locally-grown chicken for Ontarians.
 
                    Blackstock, Ontario, New Entrant Farmer, District 9  


The Kemp Family – Dave, Lisa, and their two sons – farm in Blackstock Ontario. The Kemps joined the Ontario chicken industry in 2019 as successful applicants to CFO’s New Entrant Chicken Farmer Program. As New Entrants, the Kemps are responsible for securing some initial quota units, and are effectively loaned some additional quota units, known as new entrant quota, to support their transition into the Ontario chicken business. Additionally, CFO and other local chicken farmers provide guidance and share knowledge to further support the Kemps and other New Entrant chicken farming families. 


CLICK HERE to learn more about CFO’s New Entrant Chicken Farmer Program. 


The Kemps joined the chicken industry to expand and diversify their farm and was a great opportunity to utilize their existing land base and labour availability. Even with the boys’ hectic school, sports, and social schedules, Dave and Lisa enjoy that their sons can still be involved in chicken husbandry and business operations. The family is thrilled to be able to work together every day.  
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                    Mark and Amanda love to see their children explore what they are passionate about while also bringing ideas home for expansion and agriculture business diversity.
 
                    Tavistock, Ontario, Core Chicken Farmers, District 3



The Brenneman Family – Mark, Amanda, Emma, Drew, and Bailey – farm just outside of Tavistock where they transitioned from dairy to chicken farming. The Brennemans are passionate about chicken farming together, and all three Brenneman children are pursuing and desire a career in agriculture.



When building their second barn in 2017, the Brennemans learned about options for improvements in air quality and energy recourse efficiency that would lead to increased health benefits for their chicks. So, they decided to install evaporative cooling cells with tunnel ventilation for quicker cool down of barns in the summer months - and two propane furnaces with forced air heating tubes for more controlled humidity.



Photo: Mark and Amanda Brenneman and their three children Emma, Drew, and Bailey.
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                    The Woods love to give back to their community, and that's why their favourite part of chicken farming is knowing that they are helping to raise the highest quality food for their fellow Ontarians.
 
                    Mitchell, Ontario, Core Chicken Farmers, District 8



The Woods Family – Chris, Sara and their son, Logan – farm just north of Mitchell, Ontario. The Woods family is no stranger to farming when they got into the chicken business to diversify their already busy farming operation.



Photo: Chris and Sara Woods, and their son, Logan.
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                    For the Hutching family, their favourite part about farming is being able to interact with their customers and hear the positive feedback about their chicken and growing methods.
 
                    Pefferlaw, Ontario, Artisanal Chicken Farmers, District 1



The Hutching Family – Kevin, Sandra and their four children – have a small farm located in Pefferlaw. The Hutching family decided to get into the chicken business when they noticed an increase demand for locally raised chicken. However, it is not only chickens on the farm, they also raise lamb, pork, eggs, and grow seasonable vegetables. Pasture raised chickens were the perfect fit for their busy family farm!



Photo: Kevin and Sandra Hutching and their four children Hannah, Aiden, Hayleigh, and Erin
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